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A.wordsmith took 
a multi-pronged 
approach in its 
strategic 
communications 
campaign, 
combining 
traditional media 
relations on a local 
and regional level 
with consistent 
social media 
presence and 
monthly email 
newsletter 
distributions.

Client Description

According to Willamette Week: “The Lobby is a semi-secret art museum in 
Southeast Portland’s Ellen Browning Building.” Located on the ground floor 
of the Ellen Browning Building on SE Division Street, the gallery space is free 
and open to the public, showcasing world-class works of art in themed 
exhibits that rotate every six months. Art pieces on display in the Lobby are 
curated by Sima Familant, private curator and art advisor, from the personal 
collection of Molly McCabe. 

Project Description

The Lobby at Ellen Browning Building engaged A.wordsmith to launch its 
presence in the Portland market, build brand awareness and legitimacy in 
the local arts and culture scene, and ultimately share the beauty of art with a 
wide audience. 

A.wordsmith took a multi-pronged approach in its strategic communications 
campaign for the Lobby, combining traditional media relations on a local and 
regional level with consistent social media presence and monthly email 
newsletter distributions. In tune with the opening of new exhibits, our media 
relations efforts focus on announcing new and upcoming art collections and 
drawing connections to the local arts community as well as the broader 
conversation happening in the art world. 

In addition to media relations pushes anchored to the new exhibit openings, 
A.wordsmith plans and executes consistent social media content on 
Instagram and Facebook, showcasing the featured artists and topics of note 
within both the local and broader art worlds. To grow and engage our target 
audience via email, we also develop monthly e-newsletters, surfacing 
background information on featured art/artists as well as expert 
commentary on trends spiking in the art world. 
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The Lobby
Key Results

As a result of our efforts, A.wordsmith garnered 38 earned media 
placements with local/regional news outlets including broadcast, radio, 
print and digital, resulting in nearly 16 million impressions in the span of 1.5 
years. We have also organically grown our following for monthly 
newsletters, Instagram and Facebook. 

 

Coverage Snapshot: 

• Portland Mercury: Get Thee to a Gallery 

• Portland Monthly: A Halloween Art Show Opens in an Unlikely Place 

• Oregon Kid: Why You and Your Family Should Check Out The Lobby 

• Willamette Week: “The Lobby” is a Semi-Secret Art Museum in 
Southeast Portland’s Ellen Browning Building 

• PDX Parent: Top 5 Spots to See Free Art Exhibits with Kids 

• 1859 Magazine: The Earth Laughs in Flowers (print story) 

• KOIN: Kohr Explores A New Free Art Exhibit “The Earth Laughs” 

• KGW: TeamLab Art Exhibit Comes to Portland 

 

Instagram 
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https://www.portlandmercury.com/fall-arts-2023/2023/09/06/46705902/get-thee-to-a-gallery
https://www.pdxmonthly.com/arts-and-culture/2023/10/the-lobby-halloween-art-show-portland
https://oregonkid.com/2023/09/why-you-and-your-family-should-check-out-the-lobby/
https://www.wweek.com/culture/2023/07/19/the-lobby-is-a-semi-secret-art-museum-in-southeast-portlands-ellen-browning-building/
https://www.wweek.com/culture/2023/07/19/the-lobby-is-a-semi-secret-art-museum-in-southeast-portlands-ellen-browning-building/
https://pdxparent.com/april-2023-digital-issue/
https://www.koin.com/video/kohr-explores-a-new-free-art-exhibit-the-earth-laughs/8093607/
https://www.kgw.com/video/features/hello-rose-city/teamlab-art-exhibit-comes-top-portland/283-1e955ab5-0fcb-49cb-9c95-72311ed50daf
https://www.instagram.com/thelobbyatellenbrowning/

