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C A S E S T U D Y

C L I E N T :

Brown Hope

By growing Brown 

Hope’s relationships 

with local and 

national media 

outlets, A.wordsmith 

helped Brown Hope 

and the BRF make 

strategic strides in 

building awareness 

and raising funds for 

racial justice.

Client Description

Brown Hope is a nonprofit organization providing tangible, 
community solutions for racial justice. It aims to heal the wounds 
of intergenerational trauma by providing trauma-informed activism 
to Black, Brown and Indigenous communities in Portland, Oregon 
and beyond.

Project Description

Brown Hope partnered with A.wordsmith to elevate awareness of 
Brown Hope, drive funding for the organization’s Black Resilience Fund 
(BRF) and position Founder Cameron Whitten as a thought leader and 
advocate for racial justice and change. A.wordsmith led a strategic 
media campaign and developed ongoing story opportunities for Brown 
Hope and the Black Resilience Fund to inspire activists both in and 
outside the Pacific Northwest.

Key Results

A.wordsmith secured ongoing earned media in a range of outlets from 
Portland television to national podcasts and print features. By 
researching and developing narratives, media engagement strategies 
and growing Brown Hope’s relationships with local and national media 
outlets, A.wordsmith helped Brown Hope and the BRF make strategic 
strides in building awareness and raising funds for racial justice. Since its 
inception, the BRF has raised more than $2,000,000 to provide ongoing 
support for over 7,000 Black Portlanders. A.wordsmith was recognized 
with a PRSA Spotlight Award for its work on this campaign.
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Brown Hope
Media:

• Dear White Women Podcast: Episode #137: Reparations with Cameron 
Whitten

• Oregon Live: Opinion: A year after Portland’s 100 days of protest, time to 
recommit to action

• The Better Communities Podcast: Activism Beyond the #Hashtag

• KGW8 Straight Talk: Black community leaders in Portland push for 
slavery reparations commission in Congress

• KATU2: More than 100 Portland businesses partner with Black 
Resilience Fund on Juneteenth

• KOIN6 AM Extra: Black Resilience Fund launches 2021 campaign , 
Blackstreet Bakery launches new initiative to #SpreadTheLove

• KATU2 abc: Black Resilience Fund launches new fundraising effort

• Portland Business Journal: Black Resilience Fund raising $1M to help 
more Black Portlanders , Five Things for Wednesday, including 
Inauguration Day's arrival

• The Skanner: Black Renters in the Lurch, Even with Extended Rent-
Payback Deadline

• Portland Community College Foundation: Tomorrow Together

• The Black Wall Street Times: The Black Resilience Fund: Support for 
Black and Brown Citizens Grows

• NPR: Portland Activists Built Resilience Fund Inspired By Racial Justice 
Protests

• KOIN: 20+ places to try during Black Restaurant Week in Portland

• NW Kids Magazine: NW Kids Magazine February 2021 Digital Edition

C A S E  S T U D Y

https://www.dearwhitewomen.com/episodes/reparations-with-cameron-whitten
https://www.oregonlive.com/opinion/2021/10/opinion-a-year-after-portlands-100-days-of-protest-time-to-recommit-to-action.html
https://open.spotify.com/episode/1KoVKqlwkdGp8yBDiL5FsG
https://www.kgw.com/article/entertainment/television/programs/straight-talk/straight-talk-reparations-whitten-thompson-frederick/283-a04cec0b-ac17-4fbe-88df-85390f8d3771
https://katu.com/news/local/more-than-100-portland-businesses-partner-with-black-resilience-fund-on-juneteenth
https://www.koin.com/am-extra/black-resilience-fund-launches-2021-campaign/
https://www.koin.com/news/blackstreet-bakery-launches-new-initiative-to-spreadthelove/
https://katu.com/news/local/black-resilience-fund-launches-new-fundraising-effort
https://www.bizjournals.com/portland/news/2021/05/24/black-resilience-fund-raising-1m-for-2021-fund.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/portland/news/2021/01/20/five-things-for-wednesday.html
https://www.theskanner.com/news/northwest/31410-black-renters-in-the-lurch-even-with-extended-rent-payback-deadline
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kP5m5IE9nRI
https://theblackwallsttimes.com/2021/04/06/the-black-resilience-fund-support-for-black-and-brown-citizens-grows/
https://www.npr.org/2021/04/03/983376680/portland-activists-built-resilience-fund-inspired-by-racial-justice-protests
https://www.koin.com/news/special-reports/20-places-to-try-during-black-restaurant-week-in-portland/
https://issuu.com/nwkidspub/docs/nwk_feb2021_issuu

